
UNISCAPE EN-ROUTE INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR
RECOVERING RIVER LANDSCAPES

UNIVERSITY OF NAPLES ‘FEDERICO II’_ 28-30/09/2015
The Seminar aims to inves gate the issue of the re-appropria on and the recovery of river landscapes, o en compromised and degraded as a 
result of human or natural changes, star ng from the case of the Campania region, which sets out as a laboratory where it is possible to test 
the combi na on of appropriate methods and technics to ac vely plan river landscapes. 
In this framework, adop ng a landscape restora on approach might suggest useful hints to return landscapes to their natural condi ons, coun-

ng on resilience, if specific condi ons of sites make it possible. At the same me, the conference highlights the importance of enhancing local 
communi es’ resources in order to reinterpret and redefine landscapes.

The seminar is divided into two parts, intertwining in three study days:
- paper presenta ons, in which to discuss interna onal interes ng cases;
- in situ ac vi es, in which to get in touch with territories (places and relevant actors) and to exchange ideas and experiences.
Seminar ac vi es will be structured according to the main branches of the UNISCAPE network: didac cs, researches, landscape projects, 
landscape observatories.

The University of Naples Federico II is one of the founding members of UNISCAPE 
(the Network of Universi es dedicated to the implementa on of the European 
Landscape Conven on, www.uniscape.unina.it). It includes 52 European Universi-

es and its aim is to support and reinforce the interdisciplinary co-opera on 
within Europe on landscape issues. 

For their nature, landscape contents can have an interdisciplinary approach given 
both by scien fi c and humanis c disciplines and research methodologies. Also in 
the fi eld of literary studies it has been recognized the importance of the analysis 
of the cultural and literary component of a land in order to a est its history and 
integrate its percep on. Indeed places are not lifeless containers of bonds and 
feelings, but on the contrary are social and cultural structures produced constant-
ly by their inhabitants.

In full accordance with the ar culated configura on of the issues of the landsca-
pes, the inves ga on group  of the Naples Federico II University is characterized 
by its interdisciplinarity and involves four of the 26 Departments (Dipar mento di 
Archite ura, Dipar mento d’Ingegneria Civile, Edile ed Ambientale, Dipar mento 
di Scienze Poli che, Dipar mento di Studi Umanis ci).
The group is engaged in study and training on topics related to landscape in 
general and on the landscapes of the Campania Region in par cular.
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Two design workshops will be organized, in which to creaƟvely interact starƟng 
from the observaƟon of concrete cases: the Sarno plain; the Irno valley.
A field trip will be arranged, invesƟgaƟng places at different levels, from landsca-
pes’ understanding to iconography and literature inspiraƟons, to quesƟons regar-
ding the recovery of river landscapes, to the soluƟons carried out so far. 
During the focused visit it will be possible to discuss with the involved actors, to 
examine convergent urban policies and their effects on landscapes, to immerse in 
values of local culture, to suggest projects of landscape re-appropriaƟon from 
which to learn, to collecƟvely work in order to interpret river landscapes and propo-
se design soluƟons.
Groups of parƟcipants will produce design concepts on the future of the sites that 
will be reported in the final session of the conference.
The registraƟon at UNISCAPE en-route conference allows to receive a dropbox link 
to share useful materials in order to deepen knowledge on the selected sites.
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